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Reagan was dedicated to winning the Cold 
War. By the end of his presidency, he had led 
the groundwork for the fall of the Soviet Em-
pire. While many of us never viewed the So-
viet Empire as the danger that he envisioned, 
we respected his vision and determination to 
spread freedom around the world. 

Finally, let me just make a few remarks 
about Mr. and Mrs. Reagan. We should salute 
the couple’s extraordinary courage in con-
tinuing to share their story with the world, 
building awareness, and lifting the enormous 
stigma of Alzheimer’s and showing that life 
goes on. Again, happy birthday, Mr. Reagan. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I stand 
today to honor one of our nation’s greatest pa-
triots and most respected Presidents, Ronald 
W. Reagan, on this, the 90th anniversary of 
his birthday. 

There are those Americans who today will 
remember Ronald Reagan as the charismatic 
40th President of the United States. A leader 
who by the sheer force of his immutable opti-
mism gave America a reason to be proud and 
secure of our place in the world. 

Others will remember the ‘‘Great Communi-
cator’’ who in the wake of ‘‘stagflation’’ and an 
oil crisis, articulated a doctrine of personal re-
sponsibility and limited government, which 
brought to our nation economic stability, secu-
rity, and self-respect. 

But I am here to honor another Reagan. A 
man of steely convictions, and resolute vision. 
A man who in one simple speech redefined 
America’s purpose, and gave us all new cer-
titude that we would prevail against the Soviet 
Union. 

In 1983, the international stage was a dif-
ferent place than it is today. The Soviet Union 
still stared menacingly westward over the sat-
ellite states of Eastern Europe. The nuclear 
arms race was a reality, and fear of nuclear 
war gripped the nation. 

It was in this atmosphere of Cold War fear, 
and amid growing calls to give up the arms 
race that Mr. Reagan, at perhaps his most el-
oquent, strode onto a stage in Orlando, Flor-
ida and delivered a speech that put his critics 
on notice that America would not back down. 
America would stand, alone if she must, to de-
fend and protect the institutions of liberty and 
freedom from the Communists. 

He reminded us not to ignore the facts of 
history, and the aggressive impulses of an evil 
empire because, as he said, ‘‘to simply call 
the arms race a giant misunderstanding is to 
remove ourselves from the struggle between 
right and wrong and good and evil.’’ He re-
minded us not only of why we were fighting, 
but of what we were fighting for. The cold war 
was a struggle between good and evil, free-
dom and oppression. 

It was this message which President 
Reagan carried with him to my hometown of 
Miami, FL. At the Orange Bowl Stadium, and 
in the middle of Little Havana, he placed the 
Cuban Dictator, Fidel Castro, on notice—that 
the United States would stand firm against the 
tyrannical Castro regime and would defend the 
right of the Cuban people to live free of op-
pression; that the United States would not tol-
erate communist Cuba’s continued threats 
against U.S. national security and regional sta-
bility. 

His words still carry with them a strength 
and clarity of vision which only the greatest of 

leaders possess. His insistence that this was 
the path America would take was tempered by 
the knowledge that in doing so, we would all 
share in the glory of the right and the honor-
able. Ronald Reagan reminded us all that 
America was strong, that America was right, 
that America was proud. 

The legacy of Ronald Reagan is secure, for 
no other reason than the fact that he stood up 
for America and said in a strong, clear voice 
that patriotism is not dead, and that liberty and 
freedom are always worth fighting for. 

Because of this President Reagan, I would 
like to thank you for your service to your coun-
try, and wish both you, and Mrs. Reagan, 
Godspeed. 

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, I am de-
lighted to be here today to honor President 
Ronald Reagan on his 90th birthday. Presi-
dent Reagan’s policies have shaped this great 
nation and set us on the path to the longest 
peacetime economic expansion since the end 
of the Second World War. His optimism re-
stored Americans’ confidence in our great na-
tion and in themselves. 

President Reagan once said ‘‘A leader, 
once convinced a particular course of action is 
the right one, must have the determination to 
stick with it and be undaunted when the going 
gets rough.’’ President Reagan proved he was 
a true leader. Despite dire predictions from 
pundits about his policies, Reagan fought for 
what he believed in and made the country bet-
ter off as a result. 

President Reagan inherited an economy 
that was out of control with high inflation, inter-
est rates and unemployment. Americans were 
being held hostage in Iran and the Soviet 
Union was threatening freedom across the 
world. Once elected, Reagan embarked on an 
ambitious agenda to reduce taxes, reduce 
Americans’ dependence on the federal gov-
ernment, and achieve ‘‘peace through 
strength’’ by rebuilding our military. His tax 
cuts stimulated the economy and Americans 
re-elected him by one of the largest margins 
in U.S. history. During his second term, we 
began to see the results of Reagan’s commit-
ment to the principles of individual rights for all 
and projecting military strength with the weak-
ening of communist control of Eastern Europe 
and the Soviet Union. These principles led 
soon thereafter to the collapse of the Berlin 
Wall and the Soviet Union. 

America is still experiencing the benefits of 
the Reagan’s economic policies of lower 
taxes, free trade and reliance on free markets. 
We have had eighteen consecutive years of 
nearly unbroken economic growth and low in-
flation. Productivity is growing and incomes 
are rising. As Reagan stated at the end of his 
presidency: 

In eight short years, we have reversed a 50- 
year trend of turning to the government for 
solutions. We have relearned what our found-
ing Fathers knew long ago—it is the people, 
not the government, who provide the vitality 
and creativity that make a great nation. 
Just as the first American Revolution, which 
began with the shot heard ‘round the world, 
inspired people everywhere who dreamed of 
freedom, so has this second American revolu-
tion inspired changes throughout the world. 
The message we brought to Washington—re-
duce the government, reduce regulation, re-
store incentives—has been heard around the 
world. 

One of Reagan’s greatest legacies is that 
he restored Americans’ confidence in them-
selves and reminded them that the govern-
ment has no power except that granted it by 
the people. I look forward to continuing Rea-
gan’s revolution by fighting for lower taxes, 
less intrusive government and individual re-
sponsibility. 

Happy Birthday President Reagan and God 
bless. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
PLATTS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the joint resolution, H.J. 
Res. 7. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 
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b 1445 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SHIMKUS). The Chair must remind all 
Members that remarks in debate 
should be addressed to the Chair and 
not to others who may be viewing pro-
ceedings. 

f 

RONALD W. REAGAN POST OFFICE 
OF WEST MELBOURNE, FLORIDA 

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 395) to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 2305 Minton Road in West Mel-
bourne, Florida, as the ‘‘Ronald W. 
Reagan Post Office of West Melbourne, 
Florida.’’ 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 395 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION. 

The facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 2305 Minton Road in West 
Melbourne, Florida, shall be known and des-
ignated as the ‘‘Ronald W. Reagan Post Of-
fice of West Melbourne, Florida’’. 
SEC. 2. REFERENCES. 

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, 
document, paper, or other record of the 
United States to the facility referred to in 
section 1 shall be deemed to be a reference to 
the Ronald W. Reagan Post Office of West 
Melbourne, Florida. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. PLATTS) and the 
gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
SANCHEZ) each will control 20 minutes. 
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